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NEW UPMARKET MINIBUS

Ford has revealed details of its new Transit-based Tourneo Custom people mover, aimed at the 

upmarket minibus and passenger transport market. Targeting executive shuttle, private hire and 

lifestyle customers, the new Tourneo Custom is available to order later this year for delivery in 

early 2018. 

 
The company says it has made significant changes to 

the interior of the new model, to move it on from its 

van-based origins. Uniquely, it features six individual 

seats that can be arranged in a conference format, 

with the second row facing the rear. In addition, Ford 

has focused on improving refinement, with high-quality 

trim materials, better comfort and noise levels and the 

latest Ford passenger car technologies, such as an 

Intelligent Speed Limiter and ‘SYNC 3’ connectivity 

package. 

 

This versatile people mover has been transformed from top to bottom, with a stylish interior that 

combines the comfort and quality of a luxury car with outstanding space and practicality. 

 

 

FINDING A CAR PARKING SPACE

 

Drivers spend an average of 44 hours a year searching for a parking space a study has found. Wasted 

time, fuel, overpaying for parking and fines cost the typical motorists £733 as year according to 

research carried out by traffic information Inrix. 

Traffic 

Safety  
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Traffic Safety Roads is published by 

Graham Feest Consultancy. 

TSR collates a range of information and opinion from various sources. Whilst every effort is made to ensure its 

accuracy the gfc cannot be held responsible for any incorrect information provided from third parties or the 

views expressed by individuals that are published so readers can make up their own minds and draw their own 

conclusions.  
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    Graham Feest is Head of Road Safety and Events at The RichWorks 

With more than forty years’ experience working in roads, traffic and safety he is a former County 
Road Safety Officer and Head of Road Safety for IAM RoadSmart. Currently Chairman of the Institute 
of Master Tutors of Driving, Chairman of the National Road Safety Committee and Road Safety 
Advisor to the ADI National Joint Council. He is available to speak at meetings, conferences and 
seminars throughout the UK and overseas at no cost but reasonable travelling and subsistence 
expenses need to be met. 
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FREE COUNTRYWIDE BUS SERVICES IN WALES 
 
A scheme offering free weekend bus travel to residents and visitors has gone on trial in Wales to 

encourage people to travel across the country thereby providing and encouraging them to visit and 

explore other part of the Country from where they live. 

 

Backed by the Welsh Government, the “TrawsCymru 

bus network” which operates across the country, will 

run free services every weekend until May 2018 at a 

projected cost of £1 million. The service is subject to 

availability but it would seem that additional funding 

will be made available so more buses can be provided 

to meet any increase demand if necessary. 

Arrangements are also in place to reimburse operators 

of other bus services if they experience any reduction of passengers as a result of the pilot. 

 

It is hoped the scheme will act as a ‘catalyst for bus travel in Wales’, boosting passenger numbers 

and the wider use of TrawsCymru routes. The Welsh Government said it would use the pilot to get a 

better understanding of how such reductions affect wider demand for public transport before 

deciding on its future beyond May 2018. 

 
 

DRUG DRIVING LAWS IN SCOTLAND 
 
Drug-driving limits and roadside testing will be introduced in Scotland, the Scottish Government has 

announced. 

 

It is illegal to drive in Scotland while impaired by drugs and this offence will 

continue to operate, but the Scottish Government plans to introduce new drug-

driving limits that will allow prosecutions where different drug types above 

specified levels are detected. This should mean it is easier to hold drug-drivers to 

account as there will be no requirement to prove that someone was driving in an 

impaired manner. 

 

England and Wales introduced similar legislation two years ago. 

 
 

NEW EUROPEAN TARGET ON REDUCING SERIOUS INJURIES 

 

European Union transport ministers have formally agreed to set a target of halving the number of 

serious injuries on roads in the EU by 2030 from their 2020 level. 

 

Ministers formally endorsed the Valletta declaration on improving road safety, 

issued at an informal meeting organised by the Maltese presidency on 29th March 

2017. Ministers also called on the European Commission to come forward with a 

new road safety strategy for the decade 2020-2030. 

 
25,500 people died on EU roads in 2016, a figure virtually unchanged in three years. In addition, the 

European Commission estimates that more than 135,000 suffer serious injuries each year. 
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RoSPA NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
RoSPA’s Board of Trustees has appointed Errol Taylor as its new Chief 

Executive, a role in which he has been acting since November of last year. 

Errol joined RoSPA in 2004 to lead the organisations commercial activities and 

has served as RoSPA’s Deputy Chief Executive for a number of years. 

 

The Graham Feest Consultancy welcomes his appointment and wishes him well 

for the future. 

 
 
 

ROAD WORKER HIT BY A TRUCK CARRYING OUT RESURFACING WORK 

A road worker who was employed by South Lanarkshire Council has died after being hit by a truck 

carrying out resurfacing work the incident in Scotland  

Police Scotland said a male road worker was hit by a 
truck that was also involved in the road repairs. 

Reports said firefighters and an air ambulance 

attended, although the man sadly died at the scene. 

No-one else was injured. 

A Police Scotland spokesman said :  

“The Health & Safety Executive and South 

Lanarkshire Roads Dept have been informed and a full 

investigation into the circumstances of the incident is underway.”  

The report will be sent to the Procurator Fiscal.’ 

 
 

ROAD SAFETY MINISTER CONFIRMED 
 
I mentioned in the July Newsletter that Jesse Norman MP had replaced Andrew Jones at the 

Department of Transport but at that time it had not been confirmed what portfolio role he was to 

have. It has now been confirmed as expected that he will hold the road safety portfolio - as well as 

having responsibility for cycling and walking policy. 

 

Alongside road safety and cycling and walking policy, Mr Norman 

will be responsible for buses, Highways England and strategic 

roads, local roads policy and funding, motoring agencies, road 

freight, transport and the environment and transport technology. 

 

He is likely to oversee the Government’s handling of electric and autonomous vehicles and other 

important issues including the condition of the road network. 

 

Mr Norman, MP for Hereford and South Herefordshire. 
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COMPENSATION MUCH HIGHER IN UK THAN REST OF EU 
 
Personal injury pay outs are as much as seventeen times higher in the UK than in some other 
European countries which is continuing to force up the cost of insurance for drivers, particularly 
young ones.  
 
Meeting the long-term care costs of some of those catastrophically injured in road crashes can 
result in compensation payments of around £10 million in the UK, significantly ahead of Germany 
(£6 million) and France (£6 million).In Sweden, compensation might be as little as £0.6 million. The 
largest factor in the size of a claim is what proportion of the medical and care costs are met by the 
state, and how much is the responsibility of the injured party – and hence their insurer. 
 
The differences are highlighted in a European-wide comparison of insurance markets for the RAC 
Foundation. The study argues that the national differences in levels of compensation are likely to 
increase now that the government has changed the so-called discount rate which is likely to result 
in insurers having to pay much larger up-front lump sums to fund ongoing care for those most badly 
hurt on the roads.  
 
The report says: 
 
“The UK Government’s own calculations for a young 
quadriplegic requiring £100,000 a year in care costs 
is that the lump sum award will increase from £5-6 
million to £9 million – up around 60%. The UK 
Prudential Regulation Authority has estimated that 
overall claims costs could rise by £2 billion 
annually.” 
 
The biggest burden of the change is likely to be felt by young drivers in terms of increased 
premiums, because they already pay the highest amount for cover. 
 
Other reasons why the cost of UK motor insurance tends to be higher than in the rest of Europe 
include: 
 

Markets in other European countries, such as France, are generally more regulated with, for 
example, limitations on how much premiums can rise and fall 
 
UK insurers assess risk primarily on the age and experience of drivers, before taking other 
things into account, whereas in many other countries the type of vehicle is the starting 
point 
 
In the UK people can start driving at 17. On much of the continent the age is 18 and 
because accident risk reduces very rapidly with age, UK insurers exposure to claims is 
higher 
 
Third-party insurance is common across continental Europe and is usually cheaper than 
comprehensive cover which will pay out in more scenarios. But in the UK, comprehensive 
cover is most common and counter-intuitively those requesting third party only are seen as 
posing a higher risk and attract a higher premium, even for less perceived cover. 

 
While the report identifies the UK as having high initial premiums for young drivers, it says these 
can fall rapidly through the system of no-claim discounts. Also, increasingly-common telematics-
based insurance offers more affordable cover to young people. The study says that, overall, the UK 
has one of the most competitive insurance markets in Europe. An estimated 70% of policies are 
bought online, predominantly through price-comparison websites. 
 
Find the report at:  https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/document-library-latest-uploads/ 
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WHERE IS THE 2016 CASUALTY DATA? 

By now we would have expected at least the preliminary data results for casualties on the road for 

the whole of GB (England, Scotland and Wales) but the DfT has confirmed that the delay in 

publishing 2016 casualty stats is down to information awaited from the Metropolitan Police. 

On 19th June 2017 the DfT announced that 

the 2016 casualty data would not be 

published as expected on 29 June, but 

instead on 28 September. A number of 

road safety stakeholders have expressed 

their concern and disappointment at the 

delay which is particularly frustrating when 

presenting to groups who do not 

understand why we are still using 2015 

data which equally many find somewhat 

strange even as early as February or 

March. The DfT have openly given the reason for the information coming so late because they are 

currently lacking validated data from the Metropolitan Police for November and December. As 

London makes up around 15% of our road casualty data it would not be meaningful to publish with 

its inclusion. 

 

CASUALTY FIGURES FOR WALES 2016

There were 4,921 road accidents involving personal injury, 622 fewer (11 per cent) than in 2015 

and continuing the long term decline in accidents. 

103 people were killed, which was 2 fewer than in 2015  

1,005 people were seriously injured, which was 76 fewer 

than in 2015. 

 

5,745 casualties were slightly injured which was 751 fewer 

than in 2015. 

 

STATISTICS FROM DVSA 

Car Test Pass Rates 

Car pass rates vary between men and women and type of test. Overall, women have a higher pass 

rate in the theory test, whilst men have a higher rate of success in the practical test.   

Males: Theory: 47%, Practical 51%. Females: Theory 51%, Practical 44%. 

Register of ADI’s 

As of March 2017 there were 39,413 ADIs on the register which is down 1,2% compared to March 

2016 and down 15.4% compared to March 2012.  There were 2,442 approved CBT motorcycle 

instructors. 
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REDUCTION IN ROAD SAFETY PERSONNEL 

 

The London Road Safety Council (LRSC) has issued a warning that the UK’s reputation as a world 

leader in road casualty reduction is slipping away through a lack of 

investment in road safety. Statistics show the downward trend in 

fatalities achieved from 2005 to 2010 is bottoming out and the LRSC 

fears this is a result of a continuing decline in the funding of all 

resources aimed at making the roads safer, including local authority 

road safety education staff. 

The LRSC regularly takes a census of road safety staff in the 33 London authorities, and since 2010 

this census shows a two-thirds reduction in the number of officers directly involved in road accident 

prevention. The LRSC points to the London Borough of Redbridge where three full time officers 

have recently been made redundant and are to be replaced by one part-time employee. 

They also point to the erosion of the School Crossing Patrol service in many areas at a time when 

such effort is being made to encourage more children to walk to school seems bizarre. 

The LRSC believes that there should be a change in the legislation detailing the statutory duty that 

authorities have for road casualty prevention. 

NEW MOBILE PHONE CAMPAIGN IN SCOTLAND 

A new campaign has been launched to highlight that drivers are four times more likely to crash if 

using a mobile phone while at the wheel.  

The campaign ‘Looks Can Kill’ has been developed by 

the A9 Safety Group* as part of its ‘continuing drive’ 

to reduce casualties on the route.  

The A9 Safety Group says a number of collisions over 

the past two years may have been caused by a high 

degree of fatigue or distraction. The group points to 

new research, undertaken for the campaign which 

suggests that social media and in-car technology are 

causing ‘a major distraction’ to Scottish drivers. 30% 

of the 1,000+ people who participated in the research 

said they have seen drivers using social media at the 

wheel, while 20% have witnessed selfies being taken. 

68% of respondents had noticed someone texting behind the wheel, while 89% have seen drivers 

talking on a hand-held mobile phone. 

Michael McDonnell, (Pictured right) A9 Safety Group and director of Road Safety Scotland, said:  

“We hope the new campaign will encourage drivers to plan their journey on the A9 in 

advance and make sure they plan a sufficient number of stops to use their mobile phones if 

necessary, rather than risk being distracted at the wheel.” 

*The A9 Safety Group was set up by Transport Scotland to reduce fatal and serious road traffic accidents on 

the route. The main aim of the group is to work together with partners to explore measures to positively 

influence driver behaviour, whether that be through engineering, enforcement or education. 
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NEW CHAIR OF TRANSPORT SELECT COMMITTEE 

 

MPs have elected former shadow transport secretary Lilian Greenwood to 

lead Parliament’s oversight of the Government’s approach to transport. 

The MP for Nottingham South has replaced her Labour colleague Louise 

Ellman as chair of the Commons Transport Select Committee. 

 

NO ROAD SAFETY POLICY 

More than a fifth of UK companies whose 

employees drive for work have no road safety 

policy in place, new research suggests. 

TomTom Telematics interviewed senior 

managers at 400 UK businesses and found that 

21% have no road safety policy - while a 

further 4% of those interviewed didn’t know 

whether their organisation has a defined 

policy. The research also found that 57% of 

companies provide driving training and of 

those that do 38% provided it once every six 

months or less. 53% of respondents said their 

businesses provided drivers with 

'technological tools' or driver aids to help 

them drive more safely. Finally 60% of 

respondents said staff members had been 

involved in road traffic collisions while on 

business journeys, with 78% of those claiming 

the incident resulted in lost productivity. 

 

CUTS TO HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION BUDGETS 

More than 60% of local authorities in England have cut their highways and transport budget for 

2017/18, a new investigation has found. The results of the AA investigation reveal that 62% of the 

363 local authorities have cut their budget compared to 2016/17 - with the average budget falling 

by £0.5m to £11.6m. 24% have reduced budgets for road safety education programmes and school 

crossing patrols, by an average of £200,000 per council. Among those councils that have cut 

budgets, spending on road maintenance is set to fall by an average of £900,000. The Greater 

London Authority has made the largest cut of £59.5m, while, outside of London, North Yorkshire, 

who refute the result, leads the way with a cut of £6.2m. At the other end of the scale, Manchester 

has increased planned spending on roads maintenance by £4.9m. 

More than 200 councils will seek to increase their income on parking receipts - with the average 

year-on-year increase being £400,000 

SMART MOTORWAY EMERGENCY AREA 

Highways England is trialling a new style of smart motorway 

emergency area on the M3 in Surrey. The redesigned emergency 

area has a ‘highly visible’ orange road surface, as well as better 

signposting, in an effort to make it ‘more obvious’ to drivers. 

Highways England also hopes the new design will encourage drivers 

to only use the areas in emergency situations. 
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DECLINE IN YOUNG PEOPLE TAKING THE DRIVING TEST 

An analysis conducted by consumer motoring website HonestJohn.co.uk, claims that the number of 

17-year olds taking the practical driving test annually 

has fallen by more than 100,000 since 2007/08. It also 

suggests that the overall number of young people (17-

25 years) in the UK learning to drive is down by 20% 

over the same period. 

In terms of location, the analysis indicates that East 

Sussex has seen the largest average drop in young 

people taking the driving test since 2007/08, with a 

fall of 61%. Bristol is second with a decrease of 45%, 

while Cambridgeshire and the Vale of Glamorgan are 

joint third at 40%. Worcestershire completes the top five with a decrease of 39% compared to 

2007/08. 

Looking at reasons behind the decline, Honest John believes that costs have a lot to do with the 

fall. As well as ‘sky high insurance costs’ the average learner is required to pay around £1,500 to 

get their licence (based on DfT figures showing a driver requiring around 47 hours of professional 

tuition to get their licence. Overall the DVSA figures which show that while the average pass rate 

for the driving test has increased since 2007/08 (from 44% to 47%), the overall number of tests 

conducted has fallen significantly (from 1.8m to 1.5m), with young drivers ‘accounting for the 

majority of the drop’. 

Ed Comment: The result of this analysis gives no indication that it has taken into account any variations in 

the birth rate. 

RANKING EU PROGRESS ON ROAD SAFETTY 2017 REPORT 

The 11th Road Safety Performance Index Report, 

produced by the European Transport Safety Council 

(ETSC), compares statistics from 32 European countries - 

including the 28 EU member states. The report shows that 

the UK is one of the European countries making the 

slowest progress when it comes to reducing the number of 

road deaths, which fell by just 1.4% between 2010 and 

2016, way short of both the EU28 average for the period 

(18.7%) and the target for 2020, which requires member 

countries to have reduced road deaths by 34% from 2010. 

The report uses the provisional GB figure for the year 

ending September 2016 (1,810 deaths) - as the data for 

2016 is yet to be released - combined with the final 2016 

data for Northern Ireland (63 deaths). However in terms 

of deaths per million inhabitants during 2016, the UK is 

fourth in the table with 29. The EU28 average is 51. 

Find the report at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/document-library-

latest-uploads/ 
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DRINK DRIVE ACTION AROUND THE EC 

The legal drink drive limit should 

be lowered in England and Wales 

to help cut alcohol-related 

collisions according to an association of 

English local councils and fire and rescue 

authorities.  The Local Government 

Association (LGA), which represents more 

than 370 councils and all fire and rescue 

authorities in England and Wales, is calling on 

the Government to drop the current Blood 

Alcohol Limit (BAC) from 0.8 to 0.5g/l. 

England and Wales have one of the highest 

drink drive limits in the world and the highest 

in Europe, together with Malta who have 

announced plans to lower their limit to 

0.5g/l. Northern Ireland is also planning to 

introduce a lower limit. Scotland, which has 

lowered the drink drive limit to 50mg, saw a 

reduction in fatal road collisions in the first 

year after the new limit was introduced. 

In Switzerland they are to cancel 

the implementation of an alcohol 

interlock programme for 

convicted drink drivers in 2019 citing costs as 

the main reason. 

Meanwhile in France Drivers who 

have had their license suspended 

for a drink driving offence will be 

able to get back behind the wheel if they 

agree to install an alcohol interlock at their 

own expense and to accept medical and 

psychological check-ups. The programme, 

which requires authorisation of a doctor and 

the local administrator responsible for driving 

licenses, should lead to more drivers using 

the devices. 

Whilst in Ireland the Irish 

transport minister Shane Ross has 

criticised pub owners for pressure 

which has led to delays in the passing of a 

new drink driving law in the Irish parliament. 

The new proposals, announced earlier this 

year, would see drivers caught with a blood 

alcohol level between the legal limit of 0.5g/l 

and 0.8g/l receiving an automatic three 

month ban. Under current laws such drivers 

receive only penalty points and a fine, with 

bans only automatically issued for drivers 

found with higher BAC levels.  The law 

changes only the sanctions, with legal BAC 

limits staying at the same level. The law has 

faced strong opposition from the Vintners’ 

Federation of Ireland and the Licensed 

Vintners Association. New data from the Irish 

police, revealed at the annual Road Safety 

Authority conference, indicated that between 

January and April this year, there was an 

increase of 18% in the number of arrests for 

driving under the influence (DUI), compared 

with the same period in 2016. Figures also 

showed that April 2017 saw more arrests for 

drink driving than in any single month in the 

past five years in Ireland. 

The Spanish Director General of 

Traffic has announced new 

measures targeted at reducing 

drink driving. The plans, announced following 

a meeting of the government’s road safety 

committee in May, include cutting the drink 

drive limit for professional and novice drivers 

to zero and suspending the driving licenses of 

anyone caught drink driving twice in two 

years. Traffic victims groups said the 

measures do not go far enough, and that 

drivers ‘don’t care’ if they lose their driving 

license. They recommend confiscating 

vehicles from repeat drink driving offenders. 

New figures from Belgium confirm 

that drink driving remains an 

overwhelmingly male problem 

representing 83% of those caught drink 

driving. The data, revealed by interior 

minister Jan Jambon in March, showed men 

made up an even higher proportion of drug 

drivers (94%). Data from across Europe has 

shown that men in general are more prone to 

risky behaviour on the roads.   But exposure 

also plays a role, as men are more likely to 

drive and drive more than women, on 

average. Research by ETSC in 2014 found that 

76% of road deaths were among males. 
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Ian Edwards 

Managing Director 

New View Consultants Ltd 

Neil Greig 

Research Director 

IAM RoadSmart 

Peter Harvey 

Chairman 

Motor Schools Association of GB 

Phil Jones 

Managing Director 

Phil Jones Associates 

George Lee 

Chief Executive 

Road Safety Markings Association 

Tyron Louw 

Research Assistant 

University of Leeds  

Karen Cole 

Director of Safety 

Motorcycle Industry Association 

Tony Kirby 

President 

Institute of Highway Engineers 

Nick Newton 

Road Safety Team Leader 

Amey 

Councillor John Hewitt 

Rt. Worshipful the Lord Mayor of 

Kingston upon Hull 

A talented list of speakers will head to Hull for the Safer Roads Safer Vehicles 

Safer Road Users Safer Speeds Conference on Monday 25th September 2017. 

Book your places go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/upcoming-events/ 

A handful of places now remain so book now to avoid disappointment 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/upcoming-events/
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IAM ROADSMART – FREE TUITION OFFER 

IAM RoadSmart is doing its bit to reduce the numbers of crashes in some of the worst crash and 

collision areas of the UK by offering free one-to-one expert driving tuition given by Approved 

Driving Instructors to drivers in Portsmouth and Southampton – before the scheme is rolled out 

nationwide. 

They intend to give away 1,000 driving 

module sessions nationwide this year in 

areas cited by EuroRAP where there are 

roads which carry a significantly high risk 

of death or serious injury in the event of a 

crash. Currently the “worse” roads 

identified within this category are for; 

cars the A285 north of Portsmouth, A18 

Laceby to Ludborough and the A36 from 

the M3 junction two to the A35 and for; 

bikes it’s the A588 in Blackpool, the A27 

from the M27 junction 12 to 11, and the 

A32 from the M27 junction 10 to Gosport. 

IAM RoadSmart has committed to launching its giveaway to drivers in Portsmouth and Southampton 

to begin, with the release of 100 modules. Any new drivers or those that have had an incident or 

near miss recently are welcome to apply for a free expert session to help with their driving skills 

and confidence levels. The tuition will last an hour and a quarter and take place in the driver’s own 

car. The expert assigned will give in-depth advice and tips on one of seven key areas identified by 

IAM RoadSmart as being of concern to a number of UK drivers today covering the areas of; 

• Managing distractions 

• Motorway driving 

• Driving in towns 

• Driving on country roads 

• Managing overtaking 

 

• Managing speed 

The modules usually retail at £49 each. The 100 free modules offered by IAM RoadSmart are 

available until 4th August and are being offered on a first come, first served basis by calling 0300 

303 1134, quoting ‘Solent Module Offer’. All applicants must hold a full driving licence. 

 

WORLD DAY OF REMEMBERANCE 

The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (WDR) is 

commemorated on the third Sunday of November each year – to remember 

the many millions killed and injured on the world’s roads, together with 

their families, friends and many others who are also affected. The day is 

Sunday 19th November 2017.  
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IMTD: INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS OF DRIVING (IMTD) 

 

A Member of the Institute of Master Tutors of Driving Lynne Barrie has kindly provided this item 

with regard to IMTD. Lynne is also a Chair of the Approved Driving Instructors National Joint Council 

(ADINJC) 

IMTD is celebrating its 

60th diamond year and 

I'm pleased to have 

been a member for 

some time. IMTD was 

formed in 1957 due to 

the impact of Petrol 

Rationing following the 

Suez Crisis and the 

effect this had on Driving Schools and Driving 

Instructor's livelihood. Its role has changed 

over the years to reflect the needs of the 

membership and the driver training industry 

as a whole.  Today's role is more about 

education and information with some of the 

best and most experienced ADIs in the 

business, not dealing with the day-to-day 

business of being an ADI. In every industry 

there needs to be a group of leaders, not 

necessarily visionaries but good honest 

working people who hold their industry in the 

highest regard. The Institute of Master Tutors 

of Driving (IMTD) is just that; the close-knit 

team has a vast array of experience and 

knowledge that collectively becomes a 

figurehead which people look to for guidance 

and industry development. Each and every 

single member shares two common goals, to 

be the best, and to deliver the best possible 

service to the industry in order to increase 

safety and professionalism. The Motto "Only  

 

the Best Shall Serve" demonstrates our desire 

to continually upgrade our knowledge and 

skills to make our businesses and our industry 

more effective with the challenges it faces. 

I'm proud to be a member and would urge you 

to look at the website and possibly consider 

joining. www.imtd.org.uk 

The latest meeting I attended had talks on 

Driver Behaviour and change from Ian 

Edwards, Managing Director of eDriving 

Solutions, ADI/NJC Governing Committee 

member Andrew Love and also an informal 

conversation with David Davies, Executive 

Director of PACTS (Parliamentary Advisory 

Council for Transport Safety). The members 

then enjoyed a lunch to celebrate the 60 

years and the speaker was David Jamieson 

who is a former Road Safety Minister and now 

Police and Crime Commissioner for West 

Midlands. 

Their next meeting is on 10th September 

2017 and if you are interested in attending it 

is by invitation, please contact their 

secretary Kathy Higgins at 

secretary@imtd.org.uk

 

WORKERS KILLED – APRIL 2016 to MARCH 2017 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has released its annual figures for work-related fatalities, as 

well as the number of people known to have died from the asbestos-related cancer, mesothelioma, 

in 2015. The provisional annual data for work-related fatal accidents revealed that 137 workers 

were fatally injured between April 2016 and March 2017 (a rate of 0.43 per 100,000 workers), the 

second lowest year on record. There has been a long-term downward trend in the number of fatal 

injuries to workers – they have halved over the last 20 years – although in recent years the trend 

shows signs of levelling. Interesting after all what are we saying about Road Fatalities 
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WHO’S WHO AT THE DVSA 

A number of changes and responsibilities have been confirmed at the 
DVSA within the team which heads up driver training and testing as 
follows: 

Guy Chamberlain will concentrate on the theory test, handling business as usual work involving 
content and focusing on the design and future development of the test. 

Bob Hannigan will take responsibility for DVSA's National Standards and Training Accreditation 
services, including Driver CPC and the Drink Drive Rehabilitation scheme.  

Jacqui Turland will step up to be the ADI Registrar.  

Mark Magee will continue to head up the Central Policy Team, which provides policy advice and 
support across the Agency.  He will therefore continue to have an input into ADI policy, and 
continue to lead and oversee implementation of the ADI Part 3 changes. 

Neil Wilson retains responsibility for driver training and testing. 

Mark Winn retains responsible for motorcycle and vocational services. 

 

TOLLS TO GO 

Drivers will no longer have to pay tolls on the Severn Crossings by the end of 2018. People who use 

the crossings from England to Wales on the M4 every day could save around £1,400 a year, based on 

a monthly tag charge of £117.92. The Severn Crossings bridges are used by more than 25 million 

vehicles each year, and save significant 

travel time and distance for commuters 

and drivers using the M4 and M48 

motorways. 

The administration of the two bridges is 

expected to revert to central 

government control at the end of this 

year or in early 2018. When the bridges 

come under public ownership, they will 

be run by Highways England. Previously 

it has been run by Severn River Crossing 

plc. The first Severn Bridge was opened 

in September 1966, providing a direct 

link from the M4 motorway into Wales, with a toll in place for use of the bridge to pay for the cost 

of construction. In 1988 it was announced that tenders would be invited from private consortia to 

fund, build and operate the second bridge and take over the operation of the first bridge. In 1990 

the concession was awarded to Severn River Crossing PLC (“SRC”). Construction work started in 

April 1992 and the second bridge was opened in June 1996. 
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BETTER ROADS ON THE CONTINENT 

Drivers much prefer the experience of driving on the smooth, open roads the other side of Channel 

– worlds away from the congested and potholed roads of the United Kingdom – according to new 

research conducted by RAC European Breakdown. More than two-thirds of drivers (69%) said they 

think the condition of motorways and major roads is better in continental Europe than in the UK, 

while 64% believe traffic congestion on these roads is not as bad abroad. Also 61% believe local 

roads in countries like France, Germany and Spain are maintained to a better standard and more 

than half (53%) of drivers say the frequency of roadworks is better overseas compared to the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What drivers told the RAC they prefer about driving in the rest of Europe compared to the UK  

1. Condition of motorways and major A-roads 

(69% said this is better in continental Europe) 

2. Congestion on motorways and other major 

roads (64% said this is better in continental 

Europe) 

3. Condition of minor roads (61% said this is 

better in continental Europe) 

4. Congestion on minor roads (55% said this is 

better in continental Europe) 

5. Frequency of road works (53% said this is 

better in continental Europe) 

6. Cost of fuel (50% said this is better in 

continental Europe) 

7. Appropriateness of speed limits (45% these 

are better in continental Europe) 

8. Quality of motorway service areas (42% 

said this is better in continental Europe); 

price of fuel at motorway service areas (42% 

said this is better in continental Europe); 

quality of other rest areas (42% said this is 

better in continental Europe) 

 

FAILURE TO IMPLEMENT SAFETY PROCEDURES COSTS DEARLY 

A haulage firm has been fined after a load from the top of a double-decked trailer fell onto a 

worker. Warwick Crown Court heard that an employee was injured at a site in Cape Road Warwick, 

when a piece of metal ducting, six metres long and weighing 28kg, fell from the top deck of the 

trailer, hitting him on his head. The blow caused serious, life changing injuries, including a 

fractured skull. An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) into the incident found 

that this site had not implemented systems and procedures for unloading of trailers.  It was also 

found employees were not properly informed about pedestrian and vehicle segregation rules, and 

little was done about the work not being followed. The Company pleaded guilty to breaching 

Section 2(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and have been fined £100,000 and 

ordered to pay costs of £53,401. 
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